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PETER ASPINALL, AM 
Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [6.22 pm]: One of the great things about being a member of this place 
is the ability to put on the record contributions by individuals to our community. Tonight I rise to tell the story of 
an outstanding Western Australian—the recently retired president of the Returned and Services League of Australia, 
Western Australia, Mr Peter Aspinall, AM. Peter retired as state president of RSLWA last week. Peter comes from 
a military family. His father was an artillery officer in the British Army and a veteran of Operation Overlord, 
which many members would know was the operation that included the D-day landings that precipitated the end of 
the Second World War. Following in his father’s footsteps, in 1960 Peter was accepted to officer cadet school in 
Victoria and by the end of the sixties he had not only graduated, but also spent two years in Vietnam in the service 
of his country. Over 35 years later, in 2007, Peter joined his local branch of the RSL, the Albany branch. Within the 
month he was elected to the position of vice-president, and by the end of that very first year he was the representative 
for the great southern region on the state executive of RSLWA. 
I fast forward to 2016, when Peter was elected president of RSLWA. His election came at a pivotal time for the 
organisation. In 2017, the state government finalised the transfer of land for a new ANZAC House building. Under 
Peter’s stewardship, RSLWA embarked on an ambitious project to build a new ANZAC House, one that would 
be a welcome place for all veterans, both older veterans and contemporary veterans. This building, as a legacy, 
would be more than enough for most people. I want to step backwards a few years to the time just prior to his 
election as president. In 2014, the National Anzac Centre in Albany, overlooking King George Sound, was opened 
by Prime Ministers Tony Abbott and John Key exactly 100 years after the first convoy of Australian and New Zealand 
troops—the original Anzacs—departed for the First World War, my great-grandfather amongst them. 
The National Anzac Centre is unique. There is no getting away from the fact that it is based on our military history, 
but it does not glorify war. It is very much designed as an interactive and interpretive centre. Visitors are given 
a card on entry showing a photo of an individual and are invited to follow that person’s journey through the next 
few years. Those individuals are drawn from officers and enlisted personnel from Australia and New Zealand but 
also Turkey and Germany. To quote Peter — 

It doesn’t matter if it’s about military history, civilian history, community history, social history, whatever 
you want to call it, it’s understanding what human beings were doing and experiencing. It’s realising that 
back in 1914 the experience for those families who saw off their young men and women to the war is no 
different to the experience today. 
Families go through the same emotions when our contemporary Australian service men and women are 
deployed overseas. The feelings are exactly the same, the emotional involvement is exactly the same. 

Peter was central to this project. It is not a stretch to say that if it were not for his intimate involvement, it would 
not have been the success it was. I have visited the Anzac centre on more than one occasion and I encourage all 
members to do so if they find themselves in the lovely city of Albany at any point in the future. 
This is a story of a great Western Australian. I rise to thank Peter for his service, not just in uniform in the years 
before I was born, but to RSLWA as state president and his service not just to the veterans community but to the 
WA community as a whole. 
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